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Scott's notes to Mm at this time afford a truly charm-
Ing picture of thoughtful and respectful delicacy on both
sides. Mr. Laidlaw, for example, appears to have
hinted that he feared his friend, in making the proposal
as to the house at Kaeside, might have perhaps in some
degree overlooked the feelings of "Laird Moss," who,
having sold his land several months before, had as yet
continued to occupy his old homestead. Scott answers: —
TO MB.  W.  LAIDL'AW.
edinburgh, April 5, 1817.
my deab sik, — Nothing can give me more pleasure
than the prospect of your making yourself comfortable
at Kaeside till some good thing casts up. I have not
put Mr. Moss to any inconvenience, for I only requested
an answer, giving him leave to sit if he had a mind —
and of free will he leaves my premises void and redd at
Whitsunday. I suspect the house is not in good order,
but we shall get it brushed up a little. Without affecta-
tion I consider myself the obliged party in this matter —
or at any rate it is a mutual benefit, and you shall have
grass for a cow, and so forth — whatever you want. I
am sure when you are so near I shall find some literary
labor for you that will make ends meet. Yours, in
haste,	W. scott.
He had before this time made considerable progress in
another historical sketch (that of the year 1815) for the
Edinburgh Annual Register; and the first literary labor
which he provided for Laidlaw appears to have been
arranging for the same volume a set of newspaper arti-
cles, usually printed under the head of Chronicle, to
which were appended some little extracts of new books
of travels, and the like miscellanies. The Edinburgh
feelings in leaving a service where she had "been happy—has long been,
and must ever he, a favorite "with all who understand the delicacies of the
Scottish dialect, and the manners of the district in which the scene is laid-

